Paper Assignment #3

Social and Political Philosophy

Phil 434 Fall 2008

December 10

Answer one of the questions below

How does Miller criticize global egalitarianism on the basis of national responsibility for outcomes?  Critically assess his argument.

--- Suggestions for answering your question:  What does Miller mean by “global egalitarianism”?  How does it differ from egalitarianism within a society?  What does Miller mean by “collective responsibility”?  What does he mean by “national responsibility”?  What are the conditions under which collective responsibility arises and under which persons can be said to share in collective responsibility?  Discuss examples.

What is Miller’s argument against a right to immigrate to the country of one’s choosing?  Critically assess his argument.

--- Suggestions for answering your question: What does Miller mean by “a right to immigrate”?  What are human rights?  What is the nature of the human right to freedom of movement?  What is the nature of the right of exit from a society?  How are they related to the “right to immigrate”?  What considerations can a people invoke when it limits immigration into its society?  What is national self-determination?  What is nationality?  What are “refugees”?  And what kinds of rights do they have?

What is Miller’s argument for the thesis that individuals hold special obligations towards fellow nationals that they do not hold towards others?  Critically assess his argument.

--- Suggestions for answering your question: What is a special obligation?  Under what conditions do non-voluntary special obligations arise for persons?  Discuss examples of family and/or friendship.  What is a nation?  What is the basis for the special obligations that people owe to their fellow nationals?  Why is it important to have a sense of national identity?  

-- Your paper must be your own work and reflect your own thinking on the subject.  

-- A little more than the first half of your paper should carefully describe the thesis and arguments you are discussing.  The last third or two fifths of the paper should be your critical discussion.  In your critical discussion, make sure to discuss no more than two main issues with the argument or thesis you have described in your paper.

-- The paper should be about seven pages double spaced and typed (or about 2500 words).  It is due Wednesday December 17th before 5pm at my office in SS 216C.
